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cipient reaction to the emancipated six-
ties and seventies.
Seé also Celibacy.
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ASIAN-AMERICANS,

GAY AND LEsBIAN

Asian Americans who are gay or
lesbian live within the same social con-
straints as their heterosexual counterparts,
facing many of the prejudices and cultural
exclusions of modern North America.
Amongidentifiable ethnic peoples, Asians,
even those of the third, fourth, or fifth
generation, are most likely to be consid-
ered foreign, illegal aliens, unable to speak
English and so forth. This perpetual state
of being foreign—not being part of the
American cultural milieu—stems from
multiple historical roots.

- An initial wave of immigration
from China and Japan in the late nine-
teenth century to meet labor demands in
the railroad industry was followed by the
Chinese Exclusion Acts which explicitly
aimed atstopping immigration from Asian
countries. These obstacles to Asian immi-
gration were not eased until the 1960s,
when 2 new wave of immigrants from
Asian countries, mostly middle-class and
professional people, was allowed into the
United States. Continuity and growth of
viable Asian ethnic communities were also
hampered duringWorld War Il by the mass
internment of Japanese Americans (and
Japanese Canadians), resulting in massive
dislocation and dispersion of Japanese
American families and communities who
had settled in the Western states.

Gay Men and Lesbians.In the gay
community, Asian gay men and lesbhians
experience the same alienation, being
perceived as “The Other”: the foreign, the
exotic, thenon-American. The preoccupa-
tion of modern gay male culture with the
sexual images and physical types of the
fifties and sixties—the short-haired blue-
eyed all-American boy who symbolized
the United States in its empire-building,
expansionist phase—has also resulted in
the exclusion of Asian men from the sex-
ual and romantic interchange of modern
gay male life in the United States. Among
both gay men and lesbians, popular stere-
otypes of Asians as being subservient,
Qéssive, and eager to please informm many
of theirrelationships with their non-Asian
counterparts.

Within their ethnic communities
many Asian gay men and lesbians keep
their homosexuality hidden from families
and friends. While Asian traditionalists
may tolerate instances of homosexuality
if discreet and surreptitious, an open avowal
of gayness is often condemned as a West-
ern corruption. Asian gay people with more
traditional families also have to contend
with intense social and cultural pressures
to marry, to reproduce the family line, not
to disgrace the family name and so on. For
those who have immigrated more recently
there are other pressures: immigration laws
that exclude homosexuals and that
threaten HIV testing and dependence for
cultural support on ethnic communities
which are largely homophobic.

Organizing. To provide support
and to air and resolve many of their com-
mon problems, Asian gay men and lesbi-
ans have organized in many of the largest
cities of the United States. Through their
activism, many of the groups also chal-
lenge the exclusive identification of
American gay culture and gay communi-
ties with Caucasian men.

A major impetus to organizing
began with the first National Third World
Lesbian and Gay Conference (October
12-15, 1979) held in conjunction with the




