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cipient reaction to the emancipated sixties and seventies.
See aho Celibacy.

Gay Men and Lesbians. In the gay
community, Asian gay men and lesbians
experience the same alienation, being
perceived as "The Other": the foreign, the
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First National Lesbian and Gay March on
Washington. The handful of Asian lesbians and gay men who met at the conference, many for the first time, lobbied hard
to have an Asian gay person (Michiyo
Cornell) speak at the March rally. Tana
Loy, an Asian lesbian from New York
City, also addressed the Third World
Conference. The energy and support generated as a result of this first meeting led
many to see the value of support and organizing in their local areas. The Boston
Asian Gay Men and Lesbians (BAGMAL),
the first Asian gay group in the United
States, was already afew months old at the
time of the conference. The Gay Asians of
Toronto was formed shortly afterwardsby
a participant at the conference.
Throughout the eighties other
groups appeared in major cities. Some are
of the more social club variety with leadership and participation by both h i a n and
non-Asian gay men. These clubs, modeled
after the Black and White Men Together
groups, sprang up in such cities as Chicago, Washington, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, and New York. Other groups have
agendas determined more directly for and
by gay Asianmen and Asian lesbians themselves. Included among these are the Alliance of MassachusettsAsian Gay Men and
Lesbians, the Gay Asians of Toronto, and
the Gay Asian Pacific Alliance (based in
San Franciscoand formed in 1988).Among
Asian lesbian groups there is the Asian
Lesbians of the East Coast (based in New
York and formed in 1983))while on the
West Coast thegroup called Asian Women
organized in 1984 around the journal
Phoenix Rising, then regrouped as Asian
Pacific Sisters in August, 1988.
The First West Coast h i a n p a cificLesbian and Gay Conferencewas held
July 18, 1987in West Hollywood, California, and the first North American Conference for Lesbian and Gay Asians was held
August 19-21, 1988, in Toronto, Canada.
The year 1988 also saw the formation of
new groups for lesbians in San Francisco
and Washington (D.C.) and the inaugura-
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tion of Asian gay men's groups in San
Francisco, Philadelphia, and Washington.
A distinctive feature of the North
American gay Asian movement is its international perspective. Many individual
activists and organizations maintain ties
with gay groups and activists in East and
South Asia-the political and cultural
exchanges that have developed have en.riched the movement on both sides of the
Pacific. Of note is the gay South Asian
newsletter Trikone (formed as Trikon in
January, 1986)based in Palo Alto, California, which h a inspired chapters in the
Indian subcontinent as well as throughout
North America.
Communities. With the rise of
local groups and the building of local
communities the climate for coming out
for Asian gay men and lesbians improved
throughout the 1980s. Asian gay communities in most cities are a diverse mix of
North American-born and foreign-born
men and women from a variety of East and
South Asian cultural backgrounds with a
substantial proportion of persons of mixed
cultural heritage.These communitiesvary
substantially from city to city. For example, groups in San Francisco with its
high incidence of AIDS concentrate on
AIDS-related issues while providing supporrand services for infected Asian people.
In Toronto where a high proportion are
Hong Kong-born Chinese, a lively gay
Chinese culture based on the Cantonese
dialect has developed. All communities
were enlivened by the influx of Southeast
Asian refugees into North American cities
during the eighties.
Siong-huat Chuo

ASTROLOGY
The history of astrology, the pseudoscience which claims to divine events
from the positions of the heavenly bodies,
has attracted considerable recent scholarship, but the sexual aspects have been
neglected. In a passage in the Confessions
(4:3), Augustine condemns astrology because it could excuse sin as under the

