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have names like the “Out and Out Club”
and organize activities such as bicycle
tours, cross-country and down-hill skiing,
hiking, camping, canoeing, parachuting
and white-water rafting. Included in the
list of organized North American gay
community sports groups are: Spokes, a
cycling club in Vancouver; The San Fran-
cisco Gay Women'’s Softball League; and
theJudy Garland Memorial Bowling League
in Toronto. The Ramblers Soccer Club of
New York City is one of nine teams in the
United Nations Soccer League; it is the
only non-UN member and the only openly
gay team. : -
There are gay sports governing
bodies for many sports. The North Ameri-
can Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance is a
non-profit organization dedicated to pro-
moting amateur softball for all persons
with a special emphasis on gay participa-
tion; it also establishes uniform playing
rules and regulations. The International
Cay Bowling Association has 65 local af-
filiates across North America with over
ten thousand members. The National Gay
Volleyball Association has clubs in over
60 North American cities. Many cities
have umbrella sports organizations which
interact with other gay community groups
and help to coordinate local, national and
international competitions. There is.the
Metropolitan Sports Association in Chi-
cago, the San Francisco Arts and Athletics
and the Metropolitan Vancouver Athletic
and Arts Association which is aRegistered
Society and has offices in the Sports Brit-
ish. Columbia Building, a provincially
funded facility. Although there are gay
sports groups in other parts of the world,
Australia being an important example,
most gay community sports activity at the
present takes place in North American
cities. .
The- ideological signification of
gay athletics is important. Over the last
ten years or so, there has been a shift in
focus in the gay liberation movementfrom
the dialectic of oppression and liberation
to the experience of gay pride. An impor-

tant expression of gay pride can befound in
gay athleticsy in New York City, a major
event in the gay pride festivities, one which
attracts athletes from all parts of North
America, is the five mile Gay Pride Run in
Central Park. A prestigious international
gay pride event is the Gay Games. Gay
liberationists have seized upon athletics
as an ideological instrument of gay poli-
tics. Athletic events are promoted by gay
community organizers to counteract the
frequently negative image of homosexuals
by emphasizing a picture of health and
good citizenship. ' .

Gay community sports have been
used for overt political ends. The relations
between urban gay communities and po-
lice forces are notoriously poor. Many
cities, including Vancouver, New York,
and San Francisco, have annual competi-
tions between police and gay all-star teams
in an effort to improve relations.

Conclusion. The participation of
homosexual men and women in athletics
is extensive. Their presence in mainstream

-athletics is often not visible because of the

fact that they frequently pass as straight.

‘Their experience in that milieu can be

unique and is intimately related to the
history of sexuality and popular concep-
tions of masculinity and athletics. Gay
liberation hasbrought with it a flourishing
of gay culture which has produced a pleth-
oraof gay teams, clubs, and sports govern-
ing bodies across North America, a.trend
which is spreading to other parts of the
world.
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Anglo-American poet and critic.
The child of cultivated, upper-class par-
ents, Auden profited from a traditional
British elite schooling. As a student at
Christ College, Oxford, he first excelled in
science, but shifted to English with the
intention of becoming a “great poet.” A
quick study, Auden acquired an under-
graduate reputation as an almost oracular
presence, and he began to assemble around
him a group of young writers that included
Christopher Isherwood (whom he had met
atpreparatory school), C. Day Lewis, Louis
MacNeice, and Stephen Spender. After
leaving Oxford in 1928 Auden decided to
spend ayearin Berlin learning German. He
then held a series of school-teaching jobs
that allowed time for writing.

Like the other members of his
group—who came to be known as “the
poets of the thirties”—Auden broke with
the pastoral placidity of the Georgian trend
in English poetry, seeking to encompass
such modern technology and such trends
in thought as Freudian psychoanalysis and
Marxism. Although he later repudiated
their ideological commitments, Auden’s
early poems have a numinous ambiguity
that unfortunately was largely lost in his
later more pellucid but often facile work.
In his early poetry the exaltation of the
figures of the Airman and the Truly Strong
Man represents a continuation of the
adolescent aesthete’s admiration for the
hearty.” His work in the 1930s had both
the exhuberance and the limitations of
youth.
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In 1937 he expressed his sympa-
thy for the loyalist cause by visiting Spain,
andthe followingyear he traveled to China
with Isherwood. In 1940, having become
disillusioned with left-wing causes, he
converted back to Anglicanism, a change
that profoundly affected the character and
tone of his writing. With the outbreak of
World War I in Europe, he settled in New
York, where he met and fell in love with a
young man, Chester Kallman, who was
destined to behis lifelongcompanion. This
relationship was celebrated in a series of
poems to an anonymous and ungendered
lover, and also in a deliberately outrageous
composition, “The Queen’s Masque.” This
unpublished dramatic composition, in-
tended to be performed for Kallman’s
twenty-second birthday on February 7,
1943, was not rediscovered until 1988. In
1941 Auden collaborated with the gay
composer Benjamin Britten in a chamber
opera, Paul Bunyan. Through Kallman,
whose knowledge was expert and unflag-
ging, Auden expanded his interest in op-
era, and the two collaborated on a libretto
for Igor Stravinsky’s The Rake’s Progress,
as well as other works. Although actual
sexual relations between them ceased af-
ter the first years, the two men made a life
together based on mutual trust and affec-
tion. Auden took charge of earning a liv-
ing, while Chester excelled in cooking and
homemaking. Despite some asperities,
their relationship survived not only in
New York, but in Ischia on the Mediterra-
nean and in Kirchstettenin Austria, where
they spent the summers.

Auden’s later work is marked by
ambitious cycles, such as A Christmas
Oratorio (1945) and The Age of Anxiety
{1947), which are technically expert but,
for many readers at least, lacking in the
charisma of truly great poetry. Partly to
make ends meet, Auden produced a con-
siderable body of prose criticism, and this
sometimes deals movingly with other
homosexual authors. His most explicit
homosexual poem is a piece of doggerel
called “The Platonic Lay” or “A Day for a
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