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In addition to Dr. Bernard's work, 
there are two major sources dealing with 
the experience of the younger partner in 
pedophile relationships. The work of the 
Dutch social psychologist Theo Sandfort, 
presented in The Sexual Aspect of Pedo- 
phile Relations (Amsterdan: PanISpart- 
acus, 1981) and Boys on their Contacts 
with Men (Amsterdam: Global Academic, 
1987), collects and analyzes the attitudes 
of 25 boys during their participation in 
pedophile relationships. R. H. Tindall's 
"The Male Adolescent Involved With a 
Pederast Becomes an Adult" (Journal of 
Homosexuality 3:4 [1978]) presents data 
from longitudinal studies. Though the 
evidence assembled by these sources is 
slim, they establish that these relation- 
ships can be, both at the time and in 
retrospect, considered consensual, and of- 
ten beneficial, by the younger partner, and 
disprove the assumption that such rela- 
tionships are invariably harmful in either 
the short or long term. The latter conclu- 
sion is supported by "The Effects of Early 
Sexual Experiences," by L. L. Constantine 
(in Children and Sex, Constantine and F .  
M. Martinson, eds., Boston: Little, Brown, 
198 l), a survey of literature concerning 
childhood sexual experiences (including 
incest), in which he notes that many stud- 
ies have reported neutral or even positive 
reactions to intergenerational sexual ex- 
periences, and suggests that the positive 
evaluations correlate with the degree of 
mutuality and voluntariness of the child's 
participation. 

Issues. A number of themes recur 
in debates about pedophilia. Several obvi- 
ously involve issues the significance of 
which is not limited to pedophilia. 

It is generally recognized that the 
possibility for adults to have sexual rela- 
tionships with children is dependent on 
the right of children tomake choices about 
expressing their sexuality. Pedophile or- 
ganizations have linked their arguments 
to support of the rights of children. While 
emphasizing that these rights most cer- 
tainly include the power to say no to any 

unwanted sexual contact as well as the 
opportunity to say yes to contacts children 
desire, some groups go further than others 
in espousing a broad range of children's 
liberation issues. 

Related to the question of legal 
rights for children is the issue of the child's 
consent in pedophile relationships. Those 
speaking for the protection of children 
frequently assert that children are inca- 
pable of consenting to such sexual rela- 
tionships, sometimes justifying this asser- 
tion by the child's lack of experience or 
knowledge of long-range consequences of 
an act. It has been answered that children 
can and do consent, or at least are quite 
capable of rejecting experiences they find 
distasteful, and that the properresponse is 
to empower children to be able to say no 
effectivcly. This impasse raises the issue 
of what consent means-freedom to ref- 
use, simple assent, or an "informed" con- 
sent that is probably not realized in most 
human relationships. Closely related to 
this is the issue of power, and the assertion 
that the power imbalance between the 
adult and the younger partner in a pedo- 
phile relationship is so great that it inevi- 
tably leads to coercion and exploitation. 
Various responses have been made: either 
that the power imbalance is not so clear- 
cut as the critics state, particularly citing 
the power of the child to terminate the 
relationship; or that while power imbal- 
ances are inherent in all human relation- 
ships, they do not necessarily lead to ex- 
ploitation, but can be used for benevolent 
ends, and the real issue is not the power 
imbalance but the use of power. 

"Child pornography" is thesharp- 
est point of attack on pedophilia and pedo- 
philes. Included in this attack are the 
imputation that children are always abused 
in the production of such images, and the 
fear that such images will stimulate the 
abuse of children. It has been shown that 
this issue has been exploited for political 
purposes, and the statistics on the amount 
of such material exaggerated beyond pro- 
portion. Despite rhetoric, it has not been 
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demonstrated that any more connection 
exists between pedophilia and child por- 
nography than between any other sexual- 
ity and its pornography: either to show 
that pedophiles are more likely tocreateor 
use pornography than other persons, or 
that child pornography encourages sexual 
contacts with children. Indeed, the Kut- 
schinsky study of the Danish experience 
with pornography, which has never been 
refuted, demonstrated that sexual assaults 
on children declined with the availability 
of pornography. Pedophiles who have re- 
sponded to this issue havenoted that there 
is no reason that depictions of children 
nude or even engaged in sexual actions 
should be any more or lcss objectionable 
than such depictions of adults, and argue 
that the true issue, as with all pornogra- 
phy, is whether coercion actually is em- 
ployed in making it. 

The issues of child prostitution 
and the sexual exploitation of children in 
Third World countries have also been used 
to attack pedophiles and, by implication, 
pedophilia. Once it is acknowledged that 
pedophiles are by no means the only per- 
sons who engage in "sex tourism" or pa- 
tronizeprostitutes, thedcbate again seems 
to resolve itself into issues of power and 
consent. A defense has been offcred that 
the right of self-determination in sexual 
behavior for the individual choosing pros- 
titution should apply here. Poverty, how- 
ever, may diminish the individual free- 
dom of choice in these situations. 
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~ r c n c h  novelist and mystic. P6la- 
dan was the son of a schoolrnastcr who 
edited a fanatically Catholic and royalist 

paper callcd Le chdtiment and was con- 
stantly trying to find new meanings in the 
Apocalypse. His elder brother Adrien, a 
homeopathic physician and student of the 
Kabbala, introduced him to the literature 
of mysticism. As early as 1880 PCladanls 
Catholic convictions brought him into 
conflict with the law, when he was 
arrcsted for demonstrating against the 
prohibition on unauthorized religious 
congregations, but fined a mere fifteen 
francs becausc his action was ascribed to 
eccentricity. 

In 1883 he arrived in Paris where 
he quiclcly penetrated literary circles. His 
criticism of the Salon of 1883 created a 
sensation with its tcxt "I believe in the 
Ideal, Tradition, and Hierarchy." His aes- 
thetic ideas, though akin to those of the 
pre-Raphaelitcs in England, were attuned 
to their own time and place. He declared 
that "all artisticmasterpieces arereligious, 
even among unbelievers" and "for nine- 
teen centuries artistic masterpieces have 
always bcen Catholic, even amongprotes- 
tants." Both in the aesthetic and in the 
occult worlds he stood squarely at the 
cxtremc of Catholic reaction. His first book, 
Le Vice suprime (18841, prefaced by Bar- 
bey dlAurcvilly, prophesied the fall of the 
Idea into matcrialisrn. The hero, Mero- 
daclc-a name culled from Assyrian my- 
thology-is a magician whose vocation 
compels him to conquer all natural vices. 

PCladan further developed his 
mystical and anti-materialist philosophy 
in a vast "CthopCc" of nineteen volumes 
called La Decadence latine (1885-1907)) 
of which the eighth and ninth volumes 
(1891 ) wcre entitled L'Androgyne and La 
Gynandre. In the occult circles where 
Pkladan reigned as sir (king), the figure of 
thc Androgyne possessed a recondite sig- 
nificance. Part of the seventh treatise in 

1 P6ladan1s Amphithkdtre des sciences 
rnortes cxpounds the theory of the An- 
drogync under the heading Erotologie de 

1 lJlaton; the Androgyne is the artistic sex 
' par exccllencc, realized in the creations of 
1 Leonardo da Vinci, "it confounds the two 


