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Child victims commonly experience 
amnesia, partial or total, regarding the 
assault; memory, however, may return 
years later and initiate a psychological 
crisis. 

A sense of guilt, shame, and 
humiliation is commonly found, exacer- 
bated by the common tendency of those 
who should be supportive to instead "blame 
the victim." The sense of stigma, whether 
internalized or reinforced by others (in the 
case of public knowledge of the rape], 
is pervasive. Heterosexual male survi- 
vors typically show enormous anxiety and 
confusion regarding issues of masculine 
identity and homosexuality. Thesurvivor's 
sexuality may show severe distortions 
and malfunctions. Serious depression is 
likely and suicide may result. Thevictim's 
rage may explode under unpredictable 
circumstances. 

Other manifestations of RTS 
include a sense of heightened vulnerabil- 
ity, anxiety, powerlessness, helplessness, 
nightmares, paranoia, sleep disturbances, 
fixation on the incident, inability to con- 
centrate, dependency, fear of intimacy, 
chaotic relationships, multiple personal- 
ity development, drug and alcohol abuse, 
and revictimization. 

Survivors of childhood sexual 
assault and of rape in institutional sur- 
roundings often have to contend not with 
a single incident, but with a continuing 
series of involuntary sexual activities 
which may stretch over years. In such 
cases, the adaptation process by which the 
victim learns to live with the continuing 
pattern of assault further complicates and 
strengthens the RTS pattern. 

As mentioned above, a certain 
number of male rape survivors become 
rapists themselves. It is not known how 
large this number is, though it appears to 
be more common among those victimized 
as boys than as adults. 

It has also been suggested that 
"queer-bashers," violently homophobic 
males, are likely to be survivors of child- 
hood sexual abuse, laboring under the 

usually mistaken idea that the male 
who assaultcd them must have been 
homosexual. 

Jail Rape. While rape of males is a 
serious problem in the community, it is in 
the institutions of confinement (prisons 
and jails, reformatories, mental institu- 
tions] and, to a markedly lesser extent, in 
other all-male residential settings (board- 
ing schools, hobo camps, the military] that 
male rape is most common, even an ac- 
cepted part of institutional life. 

Rapc of males in confinement 
differs from male rape in the community 
in that it is generally open, is accepted if 
not condoned by the prisoner subculture, 
usually involves repeated patterns of sex- 
ual assault following the initial rape, is far 
more likely to be interracial, and serves a 
social function in converting heterosexual 
young prisoners into sexual slaves to be 
acquired by more powerful men. Thus, 
once raped, the victim is forced into a 
pattern of perpetual sexual abuse which 
may in time appear consensual to a casual 
observer, but which is rooted in the need 
for protection of the rape survivor from 
further mass assaults. 

Confinement institutions fwther- 
more have the effect of legitimizing to 
their graduates the use of rape as a means 
of validating their masculinity, and of 
converting non-violent offenders, by rap- 
ing them, into ex-convicts full of rage and 
potential for violence (often rape] once 
released. In these ways the institutions 
help perpetuate the practice of rape of 
women and of men. 

Conclusion. Rape of males, while 
a widespread and extremely serious prob- 
lem, has escaped the attention of society 
because of deep taboos springing from 
popular conceptions that to be raped is to 
forfeit one's masculinity. The actual dy- 
namics of rape are only beginning to be 
explored, and very little of what is known 
to students of the phenomenon has pene- 
trated the public consciousness. 

Rape crisis centers in the United 
States have developed much of what is 
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known about rape and its effects, includ- 
ing Rape Trauma Syndrome, yet many if 
not most such centers, run by feminist 
women, still see rape as a "women's issue" 
only and have made little or no effort to 
reach out to boys and men who have expe- 
rienced rape. The public media have con- 
tinued to treat rape of males as a taboo 
subject. 

Until this taboo is broken, there 
can be little hope that survivors of male 
rape will be enabled to deal constructively 
with rape trauma or that the vicious cycle 
of rape will be effectively undermined. 
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RAUCOURT, STAGE NAME 
OF FRANCOISE MARIE 
ANTOINETTE JOSEPH 
SAUCEROTTE 
(1756-1815) 
French tragCdienne and foremost 

lesbian of her time. Daughter of a third- 
rate actor, she served an apprenticeship in 
the provinces before m a h g  her debut at 
the ComCdie fran~aise in 1772 as Dido. It 
was a prodigious Success, owing to her 
beauty, expressive mime, melodious voice 
and "prodigious intelligen~e,~~aswell as to 

a short-lived reputation for virtue. Within 
two years she was embroiled in scandals 
that made her notorious. Sheand the Opera 
soprano Sophie Arnould (1 740-1802) vied 
for lovers of both sexes; virtually bank- 
rupt, she and her inseparable companion, 
the German Jeanne-Frangoise-Marie Souck 
or Sourques, were summoned for bad 
conduct, insolence, and threats to credi- 
tors. Her early popularity faded and she 
was hissed in 1776. Expelled from the 
ComCdie for absenteeism, she went to 
Russia but was recalled to the Comtdie to 
take on the emploi of tragedy queens and 
mothers. Hcr new masculine manner and 
coarsened voice enabled her to do so with 
magnificence, but without tenderness. 
When she made a hit as a captain of hus- 
sars in Le Jaloux, her rival Mlle. de Saint- 
Val remarked, "What a pity she persists in 
wishing to play women's roles." 

According to the scandal-sheets, 
Raucourt was president of the sapphic Sect 
of Anandrynes, founded in 1770 by ThCrkse 
de Fleury; it met in the Rue des Boucher- 
ies-Saint-Honor&, where novices were 
stripped and examined for the sevenmarks 
of beauty that would ensure them mem- 
bership. Survivingdocuments suggest that 
the Anandrynes subscribed to Enlighten- 
ment principles. A quarrel arose between 
Arnould and Raucourt over the admis- 
sions policy: the former insisted on women 
exclusively, the latter wanted to admit as 
voyeurs men who practiced women's ways 
(she had in mind the homosexual Marquis 
devillette). Arnould's rallying-cry "Either 
whores or tribades" signaled the dissolu- 
tion of the Sect in 1784. By then Raucourt 
had become synonymous with lesbianism 
and was exploited as a character in erotic 
fictions such as Pidansat de Mairobert's 
Confessions of a Young Girl. 

A rabid royalist, Raucourt was 
imprisoned by the Jacobins in 1793, but 
released thanks to former actor Charles 
Labussikre, a clerk of the Committee of 
Public Safety. She inaugurated the Second 
Theatre Fran~ais in 1796, and when the 
ComCdie was reconstituted, returned to it. 


