Napoleon, an admirer, sent her with two
troupes to Italy to spread French culture,
but she had scant success. Retiring to her
estate on the banks of the Loire, she de-
voted herself to horticulture and died of an
inflammation. Her funeral caused another
scandal, for the curé of St. Roch, who had
benefitted financially as her almoner in
her lifetime, refused to admit her body to
the church. A mob of over 15,000 persons
broke in bearing her coffin, and an order of
Louis XVIII assured her the last rites. She
is buried in Pere Lachaise cemetery in
Paris.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. Jean de Reuilly, La
Raucourt & ses amies, Pans: Biblio-
theque de Vieux Paris, 1909.

Laurence Senelick

RECRUITMENT CONCEPT

Recruitment is a military term
referring to the outreach whereby soldier
candidates are solicited for enlistment. As
applied to homosexuality, it represents,
on the one hand, a heterosexual fantasy or
myth, on the other, arecognition that rites
of passage are part of the process of joining
any group. There are no “recruiting sta-
tions” for homosexual behavior, but indi-
viduals may seek to join their fellows and,
in this sense only, become recruits.

The Myth. Therecruitment myth
is the notion that since homosexuals for
the most part, and exclusive homosexuals
by definition, do not reproduce, they must
constantly recruit new acolytes to their
forbidden practices from the ranks of the
society in which they live. This assertion
then becomes the basis for the claim that
young people need to be “protected” from
homosexuals and even kept in ignorance
of the facts of homosexual behavior as long
as possible. Also, the pederast is in the
light of this assumption seen as an “ag-
gressive homosexual” vigorously recruit-
ing adolescents for the gay subculture that
flourishes in the large cities of every
Western country.
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The truth of the matter is other-
wise. Most of those who are predomi-
nantly orexclusively homosexual as adults
become aware of their feelings long before
they make their first contact with the
world of gay bars and bathhouses, homo-
phile groups and organizations, the vast
majority of which are composed solely of
adults, It is principally on the college
campuses that student organizations are
active, and these serve as a focus of social
life for those who are already fully aware,
at seventecn or later, of the direction of
their sexual interests.

Initiation. Because of the semi-
clandestine nature of the gay subculture,
even in recent times, there is a phase of
initiation in which the newcomer learns
the rules of behavior, the argot of the
group, and the fund of information that
permits him to interact with other mem-
bers of the subculture in the manner of his
choice. But this is true of any social group
that differs in some degree from the domi-
nant, mainstream culture of the nation in
whosemidstitislocated. The most impor-
tant single fact is that the individual who
cannot experience sexual relations with
members of his own sex pleasurably will
berepelled by such contacts, andevenifhe
experiments with them, will decide never
to return.

Religious Analogues. The anal-
ogy that is undoubtedly present, at some
level of consciousness, in the minds of
those who cherish the recruitment myth
is with religious conversion and apostasy.
It is perhaps not fortuitous that pervert in
Englishwas originally the antonym of con-
vert, hence “religious apostate,” and that
the modern meaning appears only in the
1880s under the influence of German
pervers as used by forensic psychiatrists.
But all the evidence shows that the
homosexual orientation emerges in indi-
viduals who have been exposed from the
beginning of their lives to every form of
direct and indirect promotion for hetero-
sexuality. If any “recruitment” occurs, it
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is to heterosexuality. The apologetic dis-
course of the homophile movement serves
in most cases to give the subject a political
identity and a sense of pride and self-worth
that he could never extract from writings
in which his sexual feelings are branded an
abomination. That many homosexuals still
clingto the religious faith of their upbring-
ing, despite official refusal to accept them
into the organized churches and syna-
gogues, proves the element of apostasy to
be absent.

The Pederastic Subculture. An-
other crucial point is that the pederastic
subcultureis totally distinct from the main
gay subculture of the late twentieth cen-
tury; in many respects the two are in
watertight compartments. The pederast
has no sexual interest in adult males and
does not wish to be the object of their
attention; even the handsomest college
athlete has no appeal whatever for him. He
does not frequent the bars, baths, clubs,
and other rendezvous of the androphile
(adult-oriented) homosexual, because he
can find there no one for whom he would
feel the slightest attraction. Moreover, the
androphile political groupings generally,
though not always, bar the North Ameri-
can Man-Boy Love Association and
similar organizations of boy-lovers from
membership and participation in their
activities. And finally, the pederast
usually has an upper age limit after
which he has no further erotic feelings
for the boy and does not care if as an adult
the latter gravitates toward exclusive
heterosexuality.

Biological Aspects. The homo-
sexual is a good and true member of the
racial and ethnic group to which he be-
longs; in demographic terms, the proto-
plasm of his ancestors is continued in him,
even if not by him. In each generation a
certain percent of the offspring of hetero-
sexual unions are homosexually oriented,
but this fraction does not diminish the
vitality or the evolutionary capacity for
survival of the race. The variations in the
birth rate in modern times, just as in antiq-

uity, are explained by economic and cul-
tural factors, not by the occurrence of
homosexuality. In early modern Chinathe
number of reported male births was al-
most twice that of female, but this is
explained simply by the practice of infan-
ticide on unwanted female babies. Like-
wise the low birth rates of some strata of
the intelligentsia in contemporary society
result from the deliberate choice of mar-
ried couples to employ birth control de-
vices and techniques rather than to have
one child after another, as was the norm
among all classes well into the nineteenth
century.

A minority of the members of any
society will always by virtue of inner pre-
disposition be predominantly or exclu-
sively homosexual, and no “recruitment”
is needed to swell the number. The homo-
sexual does not reproduce, but nature
reproduces him. The evolutionary dialec-
tic that produced exclusive heterosexual-
ity in homo sapiens has exclusive homo-
sexuality as its necessary antithesis and
complement.

Warren Johansson

REDL, ALFRED

(1864-1913)

Chief of espionage and counter-
espionage for the Austro-Hungarian Mon-
archy who divulged military secrets for
financial gain to the intelligence service of
Tsarist Russia. The seventh of thirteen
children born of middle-class parents, Redl
possessed an intellect and creativity {along
with the pension and special allowances
granted upon his father’s death in 1875
that quickly led him intoamilitary-school
education. From the very outset of his
military career, he was rewarded with
promotions, and by 1900 Redl had joined
the General Staff. During a year spent in
Russia (1898-99), learning the language
and training as an espionage operative, he
came to the attention of Russian officials
who, since Redl had no private income
like many other members of the officer
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